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2019-2020 Financial Report

Phi Sigma Tau is a member of the Association of Col-
lege Honor Societies (ACHS). One of the guidelines of
ACHS is financial transparency. So, a few years ago, we
began to provide a brief financial report to all Phi Sigma Tau
members in the August or September issue of the Newslet-
ter; previously, we had included a financial report only in
the Alumni Bulletin. Since we also include a copy of the
Newsletter with the first issue of Dialogue to all our Alumni
chapter members, we are no longer providing a repetition of
that in the Alumni Chapter Bulletin.

The Annual Report for 2019-20 contains more
detailed accountings of income, expenses, chapter activities,
and PST projects. Any National Alumni Chapter member
who would like to receive the report (available as an Adobe
Acrobat email attachment) should contact the Executive
Secretary.

Yours cordially,
David E. Gibson
Executive Secretary
david.gibson@pepperdine.edu

§ § §

News of the Society

The past few months have been unusual to say the
least. Many of our Phi Sigma Tau advisors are teaching
entirely online, a sudden and unanticipated change for most.
The honor society work of many has suffered as increased
demands on time and energy have forced faculty to limit
work where at all possible. However, this has not hindered
students from thinking, writing, and exploring thoughts and
concepts. You can see this in the articles students have pro-
duced even during a pandemic. Though our ‘October’ issue
of Dialogue will actually be appearing in November, the
issue you now hav e contains work by twelve different stu-
dent authors, evidence that some students are able to con-
tinue work even during a pandemic. Congratulations to all
those students either enrolled in classes or continuing their
education in other ways who are still writing, thinking, and
pondering what might be different, better, or clearer. Con-
gratulations also to all those advisors who are still able to
find time and energy to continue to help students write

papers, have meetings (by Zoom), plan conferences (again
by Zoom), or become new members of Phi Sigma Tau.

From time to time, I would like to include a section in
our Alumni Bulletin for members of the Alumni Chapter
(and others) to recall some of their experiences in Phi Sigma
Tau, recollections of favorite professors, and also descrip-
tions of what they hav e done since they graduated. If you
have some stories or reflections you would be willing for me
to publish in our Bulletin, please send them to me. Cur-
rently, the Alumni Bulletin is a once per year publication,
but I would be happy to make it a twice per year publication
if some NAC members would like to send me material for a
second issue.

§ § §

NAC Membership

Membership in the National Alumni Chapter continues
to be five dollars per year; we have no plans to increase that.
Members will receive Dialogue for one year as well as
Newsletters and the occasional NAC Bulletin. I will be able
to contact you by email if you have giv en me your email
address. However, I do not know when you move or change
email addresses. Please let me know if your street address
or email address changes so that I can update the PST files.
I would like to be able to keep in contact with you. If you
need to change an address, please feel free to contact me by
email.

Email addresses for members who make them available
are taken from both NAC renewal and registration forms. If
you neglected to provide an email address [or registered
using an earlier registration form which did not contain a
space for email information] and would like to be on the
NAC email distribution list, you need only drop me a mes-
sage [david.gibson@pepperdine.edu] from your email
account with the Subject Line: ‘‘ADD TO NAC EMAIL.’’
The NAC membership database (including email list-
ings) is not given or sold to any other organization (edu-
cational or commercial).

§ § §
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Dialogue
Though the pandemic has provided faculty and stu-

dents with many challenges, our authors have persevered 
and continue to work, think and write. The enclosed issue 
of Dialogue contains eleven student papers and one book 
review. We must thank our editor, Dr. Steve Barbone, for 
his work. Not only is he editor of our journal; he is also the 
chair of the philosophy department at San Diego State Uni-
versity and continues both his work as chair and his work as 
editor. Thanks to Steve and our authors, we have a pan-
demic, October 2020 issue of Dialogue. Thanks, Steve. 
And thanks to the authors who continue to work in these 
difficult times.

§ § §

From Thomas Duckworth

I am copying a letter Thomas sent me as he renewed
his Alumni Chapter membership for the year.

Dear Dr. Gibson,
I appreciate your work in this endeavour over the years.

I enjoy perusing the contents of Dialogue and surveying
what is of interest to the ‘‘young philosopher.’’ As a life-
long learner, howev er, I am especially hearteneed to see
more content oriented toward ‘‘practical philosophy,’’ or
how philosophy can be applied to ameliorate the suffering
of the human condition, at worst. And, at least, how it can
aid in achieving the ‘‘telos of eudaimonia.’’ Please know
that your efforts are appreciated ‘‘in the field’’ by a practi-
tioner and aspiring philosopher.

Respectfully,
Thomas Duckworth

and further, Thomas added when I asked his permission to
circulate his comments,

Please feel free to forward my comments and attribute
them to me. I can tell you that as a working professional I
have valued the skills and knowledge a liberal arts education
gave me (the ability to analyze an argument, the ability to
formulate an argument, the ability to write, the ability to
speak, and a broad interdisciplinary survey of knowledge
that informs my primary area of expertise) more so than the
STEM education I received (30 hrs undergraduate Chem-
istry, to include Inorganic Chem bench research). They hav e
served me well and I use those skills every day in the perfor-
mance of my duties. Further, they better prepare one to be a
life-long learner. Please feel free to pass those thoughts
along to any impressionable young undergrads considering
a life of inquiry.

Respectfully,
Tom Duckworth

Thanks, Thomas, and these comments apply also to our
editor, Dr. Steve Barbone, as well as all those ‘‘young
philosophers’’ who submit their thoughtful, careful work for
consideration and publication; there would be no Dialogue
without the thinking and writing of student authors and the
dedicated work of our editor.

§ § §

From the Executive Secretary

The work of Phi Sigma Tau continues, though under
rather changed circumstances. We are still inducting mem-
bers, though last year we inducted only about half the usual
number. Students who have been severely impacted finan-
cially have been inducted without charge as a small conces-
sion we can make to the virus. We do hope that all of you
are staying safe and looking for better days in the future.

§ § §

PST Executive Council Members

Dr. Lee C. Rice (President), Dept. of Philosophy, Marquette
University, P.O. Box 1881, Milwaukee, WI
53201-1881. lrice@wi.rr.com.

Dr. Charlie Huenemann (Vice President), Dept. of Lan-
guages, Philosophy, and Communication, 0720 Old
Main Hill, Utah State University, Logan, UT
84322-0720. charlie.huenemann@usu.edu.

Dr. David E. Gibson (Executive Secretary), Dept. of Phi-
losophy, Pepperdine University, 24255 Pacific Coast
Highway, Malibu, CA 90263. david.gibson@pepper-
dine.edu.

Dr. Steve Barbone (Editor, Dialogue), San Diego State
University, 5500 Campanile Drive, San Diego, CA
92182-6044. barbone@rohan.sdsu.edu.

Dr. Dawn Hutchinson (Area council Representative), Dept.
of Religion and Philosophy, Christopher Newport
University, One University Place, Newport News, VA
23606. dhutchin@cnu.edu.

Rev. James Koterski, S.J. (Area Council Representative),
Dept. of Philosophy, Fordham University, Bronx, NY
10458-5198. koterski@fordham.edu.

Dr. Ann Pang-White (Area Council Representative), Dept.
of Philosophy, University of Scranton, Scranton, PA
18510-4507. pangwhitea2@scranton.edu.
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